dwindled to a bulk scarcely equal to that of the least of its predecessors, and not exceeding one half or one third of that of some of them ; nay, even falling short of some individual papers in the number of its pages. We do not, however, altogether regret this curtailment of its size; conceiving, as wre do, that some of the treatises published* in recent volumes, on account of their length and the minuteness of their details, have been ill-suited to furnish subjects for discussion at the meetings of the Society, and have been fitted to appear rather as independent works, than as contributions to its Transactions. To maintain the high character of the Society, it is requisite that papers which find a place in its printed records should be select' rather than numerous, concise even when comprehensive, and not lengthy or tedious through neglect of fitting condensation.
With these preliminary remarks, we proceed to give an analytical sketch of each of the thirteen brief articles which compose the volume before us.
I. On the employment of Nitrate Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. [April,
We proceed to examine tlie grounds upon wliicli Dr. The most common mischief within the cavity of the tympanum, is the thickening of the mucous membrane lining it; and this thickening exists in some instances to such an extent as almost to fill it up, and to bury the ossicula completely. The most common contents of the tympanic cavity are mucus, purulent discharges, and scrofulous matter; which correspond with the three diseases, colds, scarlet fever, and scrofula, from which deafness so frequently results. Bands of adhesion, connecting the ossicula with each other, and with the walls of the tympanum, are also of frequent occurrence.
Another source of deafness exists in the anchylosis of the base of the stapes to the margin of the fenestra ovalis. In 612 dissections of faulty ears, there were traces of disease of the Eustachian tube in 21 only, whence it results that deafness seldom depends on obstruction of that canal. Disease originating in the cavities which contain the expansion of the auditory nerve, or in their contents, is a phenomenon of very rare occurrence.
No detail is here given of the curative measures, which the various affections, resulting in deafness, may seem to indicate; nevertheless it is urged upon the attention of the profession that early judicious treatment, pursued with careful perseverance, is likely to be crowned with success. It is not stated that the curative means are self-evident from the pathological conditions ; and we well know how completely the structural changes impressed by disease may be understood, and yet the appropriate treatment be matter of difficulty and doubt; but here we have a keeping back of everyhint as to the treatment, the early and persevering use of which has been found so beneficial that we are urged to resort to it. We ask whether the announcement of a knowledge of so efficient means of cure, and the ad- Review, Vol. XXIII, feeble fluttering pulse ; and he died within four hours from the commencement of the attack. We give Mr. Dunn's account of the post-mortem appearances without abridgment:
" The vessels on the surface of the brain were found distended with dark black blood. The brain itself presented an unhealthy aspect. The convolutions shrunken in size, and wanting firmness of texture, were of a dingy yellow hue, approaching the colour of whity-brown paper. The optic nerves had the same shrunken character and dingy hue; and on tracing them from the chiasma through the optic tracts into their cerebral connexions, they and the surrounding substance were found to be in a state of whitish-gray softening; the whole region of the mesocephale had an unhealthy aspect, and on its outer surface were seen patches of the same whitish-gray degeneration. The anterior of the right hemisphere of the cerebellum had become a softened pulpy mass, in the midst of which was found an apoplectic clot of the size of a pullet's egg, from the rupture of one of the branches of the vertebral artery.
The softening had extended inwardly beyond the centre of the median lobe, implicating the fibrous strands of the middle and inferior planes in the destructive process, and outwardly so near to the surface of the hemisphere, that a portion of the apoplectic clot was projecting through it. Some extravasated blood was found in the lateral ventricle, especially on the right side. The whole arterial system of the brain was more or less in an unhealthy state; presenting that diseased condition of the vessels, which results froni cartilaginous and ossific deposition between their coats. In the vertebral arteries, this was remarkably apparent; there was seen a succession of osseous rings, at short distances from each other; while on the right side the vessel was enlarged, and upou its cerebellar branch, in which the rupture appeared to have taken place, there were whitish raised patches of cartilaginous deposit." (p. Ill.)
There can be little doubt that the condition of the walls of the bloodvessels was the primary source of the other morbid phenomena; and it would seem probable, from the similarity of the symptoms of the first attack, to those of the attack which terminated the patient's life, that it was of an apoplectic nature, and that it had some relation (either as cause or consequence), with the localization of the inflammatory affection, which thenceforth manifested itself by the pain, heat, and uneasiness in the back part of the head. The general condition of the brain affords a sufficient explanation of the loss of intellectual power, and of the emotional excitability which so frequently accompanies this ; but the inquiry of special interest, suggested by this case, is the connexion of the peculiar affection of the sexual propensity, and of the disorder of the motor function, with the morbid changes taking place in the cerebellum. Mr. Dunn is inclined to attribute both of these classes of phenomena to the cerebellic degeneration.
In regard to the extraordinary excitement of the sexual propensity, he remarks, that it was a sudden invasion ; and that, " manifesting itself, as it did, so soon after his seizure in April, the inference appears to be
